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According to an Oct. 20 report by Notimex, the Japanese government's Overseas Development
Agency (ODA) has approved three loans totaling US$274.2 million for the Mexican government. One
of the loans, co-financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), will be used to upgrade
sewer and water treatment systems in the city of Monterrey. ODA chief Akira Nishigaki said the
purpose of the project is to reduce pollution by eliminating disposal of untreated water in local
rivers. A second loan is earmarked for refurbishing locomotives owned by Ferrocarriles Mexicanos,
and third, for reforestation in the Federal District.
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